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ill. .3 Short Tract on the Formation of Tumours, and the Peculiarities that arc 
met with in the Structure of those that have become Cancerous,- with their mode 
of Treatment. By Sir Evxiiakd Home, Bart. he. he. 8vo. pp. 98, with sc- 
veral plates. Sept. 1830. 

No department of surgery is more replete with interest than that which treats 
of tumours, and particularly that class which eventuate in cancer. While many 
conflicting opinions have been advanced as to their origin and development, and 
much adverse experience elicited to sustain this contrariety of speculation. 
Sir Everard Home has been industriously employed searching out and arranging 
all the testimony which a long life sedulously devoted to professional pursuits 
could afford. If severe industry and unremitting perseverance can offer a ra- 
tional hope that this abstruse subject can be elucidated, we would expect to 
receive ample information from the researches of the veteran surgeon. 

Tumours, according to Mr. Home’s investigations, result from the extrava¬ 
sation of bhjod, or some of its ingredients, after external violence, in greater 
quantity than is necessary to repair the injury. 

Fatty tumours are but the deposition of fat in parts slightly injured, not re¬ 
covering their healthy action, but continuing to deposit that substance. The 
materials of tumours after severe injury differ according to the quantities and 
new combinations of the effused fluids, but although differing from each other, 
are generally of the same character of the surrounding healthy parts; this fact 
renders it necessary for the surgeon to be familiar with the physical attributes 
of the texture in which the tumour is seated. 

There is a peculiar species of tumour, yellowish-white colour and resembling 
a kidney, located in the neck, involved in a cyst, and attached to the neighbour¬ 
ing parts by small blood-vessels and loose cellular membrane; to remove it the 
surgeon must merely lay open the cyst and turn out its contents. There is 
another character of tumour, involved in a nerve and deriving an investment 
from it. 

“A lady, twenty years of age, had a tumour on the outer side of the biceps 
muscle of the right arm, the size and shape of a pullet’s egg; it was moveable 
in the surrounding parts; it had been several years in acquiring its present size 
and was very painful when pressed upon. Its rapid increase induced her to 
have it removed by the knife. When the parts were fullv exposed, the surface 
was smooth and shining. At both ends the tumour terminated in a white cord- 
upon cutting through the outer covering, the real tumour was found to be in¬ 
closed in a nerve. When this discovery was made, it was thought prudent to 
divide the nerve at both ends and remove the whole. The patient had no use 
afterwards of her thumb and forefinger, and had a numbness in these parts; 
the skin which covered them was unusually rough and dry, and the cuticle 
came off in scales. 

“On examining the tumour, three inches of the nerve itself had been removed; 
it was separated into two portions, each much flattened, and passing over the 
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sides of the tumour. There was »l m „ »v 

u membrane, completely investing the'thok’^TV expansion - not thicker than 
though more firmly attached at the “ trlmitfe's ” p “ -'“ rCadiJ >' ^parated, “ 

V in - — omc 

cermble at its surfi.ee. ' substance: a radiated structure was dis- 

mot cd as in the former case. Pour days after the plexus; it was re- 

pulse became frequent, skin hot, spirits deprcsse^n'T 

the patient died. Post mortem “Pressed, and on the following day 

four times thicker than aTI Ume of thelcTr^ ^ **' “ted Z 

coagulated blood and lined with coaglble W, h ' aImo5t Med with 

case is ascribed to the consequent inflammathTo „ “ USe ° f de3tb in ‘his ' 
nostic of this character of tumour, absence of na’ ‘ tf' U ° me assuines 35 diag- 
«cess.vely acute pain when motion is MemoZ Z IatCraI1 y 3nd » 

The next class embraces those tumours the other direction, 

ofthe skull and eventually make their way through th' C ‘ he ‘ r ° rifi " in the di P Io e 
related, the tumour which resulted from the kick of e j £ternal (able - p Hhe case 
was located originally underneath the externStabler.T* ^before, 
and the tumour in its progress annmaoi i b e tJle nght parietal bone 
Uiat there was only space sufficient to admifttebUde T" ° f thc orbit *’ 
The superior and massive part was soft, consisting „ rr, f * between ‘hem. 

tons substance, while the base was strictly bo™ rl ! 3 stcatoma- 

Hitherto cancerlias been esteemed's ,r • p ' 16 ' 

in different parts ofthe body in a poison generated 

the glandular structure. 1 Cn ° r ot ^ er causes, and especially in 

We cannot discover the justness of Mr H , “ nccrou3 ” P- If- 
general position, that all persons under simikTrf “ nclusi<m r ™m die above 
not subjects of cancer, via. , hat the ear) * of violence are 

from cancerous taint, but, so far as the mode n Z-'x d “* of ,um °nrs is free 
concerned we are prepared to admit that it ‘ he ''' jury is inflic ‘ 3d is 

injury ofthe same amount been inflicted in a lZ ° fcan « I '> for b3d3 -i 
condition ofthe constitution would have been mannCr ’ the C3n «reus 

“ ten—' 

‘he disorders to which their parents were “n- pred 5 V°“ng children to 
In glandular structures, in w£b Z . 

vessels composmg the glands are 
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, rT C ° P0Ured ° ut > the fluid consists of the pecu- 

bar secretion of the organ and the ingredients of the blood, which are under 
going tile necessary changes to produce this secretion. The tumour formed in 

ZTz: :rr eiin r- part ° n - vmph «“"**** 

S :rr n ‘7 andwhich vessels fillel 

with red blood. This character of tumour is denominated scirrhus and is the 

obsenWUic^f 1 trUe a " d , 5,0ny «»* % ^mg this structure and 
observing the changes which the several parts underwent in the different staves 

o CCr ,° U l d, r e - Mr ', H ° me was induced t0 consider the serum and lymph 

morbid polon *"** beC ° me ViUated and “ e enab,cd t0 W*e the 

lations'ofany'Si^fis'^babiy'^e morhM^jMt'and^thl “ h D -° u“ Pparent 

The aqueous fluid which is separated from the consolidated mass of lymph 

^ se b “'“ d ““"°. t partake of the morbid poison: this is illustrated by scvcL 
cases of hydatids in the mamnuc. The tumours in these instances proceeded from 
blow s received accidentally, and it is probable that the blood effused from the 
accident left the scrum which constituted their contents. 

Tumours of this character were formerly termed cancerous hydatids, but in 
the opinion of Mr. Home, have not the slightest connexion with this disease 
Scirrhus is more frequently seated in the mamma: of females than any other 
part Climate and constitution have a very considerable influence informing 
such tumours: m Otaheite and the neighbouring islands the women decide their 
quarrels by fighting, the blows are principally aimed at the breast, which is 
unprotected, and yet cancer is never met with in these islands. Our author 
introduces a number of cases to exemplify the various stages through wWch 
scirrhus tumours pass in becoming open cancer, with many anomalous concomi 
tant symptoms, and otilers to illustrate that form of tumour which is strictly 
pseudo-scirrhus. We wUl quote a few. Uy 

bad in the neighbourhood become studded over with small 11 ,™™°*" “P?" 1 '* 
a considerable degree of uneasiness and her health X much'i'mn^T P' 

KteSnplu^l'been produced, t Midher^machreuin^UtSro P no^J ( ^fp| 1 ^ 
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It IS questionable whether the small turnon™ 
since they are found in cases in which », h ^ skin were “ncerous, 
istence of cancer. lave no reas °n to suspect the ex- 

whic^m^-p^ ~ dW * a " d ad *• 

basi'^fil^^ij^J^^j'^^^® loveable ^Tbs g'^ a 8ma ^ tumour at the 
case was blood oozing from the ducts in the ni'nnle T, Symptom °f the dis- 
surrounding parts. The tumour, when exambed aWr •!!“ removed with the 
to be no part of the gland of the breast, but a nei^v T° Va1, " aS found 
nc , v " l ; canl of the disease having returned.” p. 45 J ‘ f nned structure ; and I 

feel, giving? occasioiwi r ptin^”h^^minued t f Umour . in the b re.ist, hard to the 
tirpated it with the parts surrounding nn- * ^ when Mr ‘ Hunter ex! 

~ J “"“ r-™ iKSKS,” SfSK'S 

c v e n t u a 11 y bw <Tb e c 0 m e c^'rouT d ° Ubtfu1 ’ but Mr ’ Ho ”o thinks it would 

by accident a ^om°in“”° ™^ l ^^^ t ^?'° fseveral children, discovered 
taken to disperse it; but these nruvinr- m.-fr”? 0 '! 1 "." 113 move able, means were 
■ts removal, which was acceded to Attlrntm’ cons olted, and advised 
moved freely in one direction, but w^ more en “ C opcra ‘i°n “‘c tumour 
Which ,t was found to be attached Id ?w“ ed “ that of the fibres to 

with it. The wound healed in three weeks” In mus ? Ic was removed along 
fulness was felt in the pectoral muscle { *ut months after the operation a 
tumour had formed andriie skin wal nut T** pai "’ in a ^elvemonthl 
intolerable 1 the tumour dailv increased- and unllTi™ 0 pa "’ had become 
rniting, the lower part became discolou«dfi^m P «, ‘ Cr beln? se,zed with v °- 
scls. A fortnight afterwards the skin broke ™ " r l' pture ot thc smaller ves- 
peared, covered with blood, from the vessels bbe fun 5° us «crescence ap- 
about tliree weeks she died.” p. 48 . Tcssels ln ‘he surface giving way. In 

«ndA^o“ a ^i^to^ u tt^Wn e the e ^ir en i Ca " C ‘ !r0US ' liscasc ofa Slandular 
lixmatodcs. Thc following case is introduced T assumes the character of true 
frequently attend those tumours which encm 1 ° ‘ UStra,C tIlc s - vm Ptoms which 
it in the diseased mass. ^ ° aCb “ P ° n a nerve witho “‘ involving 

removed by Mr Himtcr.^ Th'lVwtl''he 1 T I i\ tU n? U i r ™ ,bc brcast » which was 
a half a gland in the axilla enlarged, and tile plin^ras^readf^n " d ° f “ >ear and 
coveted an operation. In performimr it S • r“ drc adfully severe, and she 
the surface of the tumou£ she ib^nnle ‘ d '" g a . n<;n ;c that passed over 
turned: but the nroe-ress of th» r’ the pam ls B one I and it never after re- 

years she dieb”p IS ‘hacase was not stopped, and in two ortbee 

-To?.xKKxttf;em r m r f fe “i“ are most 'he 

local disease of tTe tongue i, p ”„e ,^ y “ t0 " ffUC ' Alm <*' 

structure of this organ. I cZn L ^ ' he g,andular 

we have but one principle which un trCatmCnt of ,umours ia 'his part, 

diately, upon determining that they are c^ow”^*"T™ them ‘ ,ntI ’ C ‘ 
b uicy are cancerous, or disposing to that char. 
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acter. Mr. H. performs the operation for removing diseased portions of the 
tongue entirely by'the ligature; this mode, while it prevents the danger from 

result of Te’m Pam an , d T n ^ in?U P 0n the P aticn ‘! but «tiUthe favourable 

use nofJhLr/ “T ‘ Undcr Mr ' H ’’ S Clre > ‘° "'^rant it, 

resultinl 5 — ln “ n ”“ ence "^"g f ™in ‘he temporary salivation, 

g rom the irritation of the ligature, and the unpleasant fcrtor attendant 
upon It. In this expression of cancerous disease, the same exclusive rule, re- 
ating to scirrhus of the mamma, maintains, to wit: when the disease is strictly 
local and circumscribed, the operation offers a rational hope of relief; but 

sUte'nf H| CC ° m ^ “ “ tional ' and b -" this term we do not mean that irritable 
6 SyS \ em wblab appertains to almost all local diseases, but rather that 
caneerous condmon which is sui generis, and can only be recognised by its 

rnost^mT 5d,ff, : ren ‘ e Ia ndular structures, no local address can offer the 
mostremote expectation of cure, for the primary seat of disease is no longer 
he ,muting agent, but the assimilating apparatus has become impressed with 
peculiar and malignant ability to establish and propagate diseased action. 

lMi“K 'r'* 0 "’ f 0 ?. y ye . ar ? of a S c > was “Emitted on the 2 Jth of December, 
th. u G ^° r e c s Hospital, on account of a tumour, the size of a nS on 
the right side of the tongue, near its edge. It had begun by a pimple and in 

bled freel'e 10 p Pa ‘"' 11 ,ra P cded her ™ice, and, when bmised by the teeth, 
♦) ♦ ^ was removed in the following 1 manner:—The toncrue beinn- 

subitnn° Ut ’ a crooked needle with a double ligature was passed through its 
■sour thcoShrf beyond the tumour; one ligature was tied behind the tu- 
*• other before it, including a segment of the tongue. A considerable 
anrl 2 ensued, vvhich was much more troublesome than any other symptom 
and continued till the slough came away. The ligature furthest from^be tTn 

°t n d the S .i Xt , h d3y ’ and the other on the seventh. In three days the 
wound healed, and she got well.” p. 63 . ' 

? entI eman, sixty years of age, consulted Sir William Blizard for a tumour 
on the tongue, the size of a swan shot, hard, and firmly connected to dm sTr 
Zm T P f rtS ' 1 WaS re 3 u “‘ ed t0 *» ‘he ™emZn A needt ^th 
ft nZ Y^ pafed through the tongue, behind the tumour: when tied 

.rf? , ® ood dea 0 pain, but the sensibility was immediately destroyed 

tte s r ixth °d P avX° n iiZ Pa ' iem 531 d ° U ’ n ‘° dinner With ^ ea ‘ eheerfulness' cn 
aftZZd r th e ligature came away. On meeting the patient a few davs 
afterwards, I could only perceive a slight indentation where the tumour had 

°r T‘ had a 5ma11 sore “Pen ‘he edge of 
The tomh e w^ e exTmcted; 1I a I second^tootii^tvas'drawnybut 1 the ^re'^ut^ri" a 
“T as P ec ‘> and gradually increased. In a few months it had ulcerated so 

mel' eh \° m . a ^ e i a kmE ' P alnfu1 ' an[1 his words indistinct. He lingered in this 
melancholy state for six months, and died.” p. 68. *> ,n “ ,s 

0fcanCCroU3 disease which attracts our attention, is that 
Z “ ! de ;. TW0 , modes ° f Progress is discernible, the one becoming hard 
and involving the cord, and finally, the lymphatic glands as high as the loins- 

- S— the ne * hbourin * ^ and 

Xs y geTwe^. d ;:n n thC ° rean U eItir P a ‘ed farly, U.e patient, I believe' 
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Mr. Home, in the above paraimnh ],», 
upon us, that the early stage^Lh’u^is'Tt Z h!s ori ^ position 

la we shall find the cancerous infection to be bUt WC a PP re hend 

ne in the parts in proximity to the disease an 1 tif CaUSe of the !o »s of 
,S m0re P recis e than just; for surely, if in J, * d,st,ncti on made above, 
remove the organ, leaving the neighbourLg “artT. *'IT °' * e sll ould 

cancerous, according to our author but merek d ‘ r Statc - 

Tn th Tn" tCd the disease > or e ' en arrested ten’" 5 !° ne > " e sl ‘ould 
in the following words:— d course; this Mr. h. admits 

extirpation of thetZtb ?)'••when the'd?* 1 ’ 118 ’^ the rcmoval of the discas h 

ment to the latent cancerous leaven. J S ' VC ex P ress ‘°n and develop. 

of the previous existnctlf atn^etus tt'"''’ Wh ' IC ‘‘ confirnls our views 
necessity of managing judiciously eve™W ‘TT*’ "^° KCS Up0n 115 ‘lie 
first instance it, tendency may be"to ^ght i„ , hc 

“ 1 ,,,,m iu •" d " 115 lower 

extend to the original portion.- p g'.^ f0rmcd after ‘he blow, butdid “ot 

JKsssssa rts- d - ? . ..-.. 

not, peculiar expressions of disease wou d pr0 ***** Whether or 

attained, it i, a much ^ 8 " osb . c acum « could not be 

yet been done to check the malign flight of^fell ° !“* lhat 1Me has 
internally and externally, has been found to h Hemlock used 

the suffering, of the patient, while sarsanarilh' * Valua i ble me an in mitigating 
exposed to the deteriorating influence of heat ’ b" P0Vlder ’ before it has been 
juvant in controlling induced glands, ^ 
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In taking leave of tins little volume, we experience those painful emotions 
which characterize the departure of an old acquaintance. It has been announced 
in its preface, to be the last work which its favoured author shall ever submit 
to public inspection, and it is but a just tribute to the labour and toil of a pro- 
fessional career, embracing more than half a century, to pronounce this, like 
aU other productions from the pen of Mr. Home, to be based upon practical 
observation, and is consequently the simple, but honest detail of facts. The 
candour with which it displays the mode of treatment, and its results, in one of 
the most baneful maladies to which flesh is heir, will insure for it an attentive 
perusal from every friend of medical science, and for its author a most earnest 
prayer that he may enjoy, in the wane of life, that repose which virtuous intent 
and industrious enterprize cannot fail to secure. A. L. IV 

V nat , ue f Pbynology applied to Pathology. By F. J. V. Bnorssns, 
M. D. See. Kc. &c. Translated from the French, by Joiix Bell, M. D. Sec 
Sec. and Rex. Li Roche, M. 1 ). Sec. Sec. Third American edition, wit], notes 
and a copious appendix, 8vo. pp. 666. Philadelphia, Carey Se Lea. 

It is not our intention, at this late period, to enter into a formal review of the 
Physiology of the celebrated professor of Val-de-Gracc. The fact that three 
editions of the American translation have been called for within the short space 
of five years, very fully evinces the estimate in which the work is held by the 
medical public of this country. A patient study of his Treatise on Physiology 
applied to Pathology, is indeed indispensable to all who may desire to form a 
con-ect estimate of the value of the doctrines in relation to the nature and cure 
of diseases, advocated by M. Broussais; doctrines which have within a few years 
exerted so powerful, and in the estimation of many, beneficial an influence upon 
medical opinions and practice. 

That the treatise before us isdestitute of error cither in matter of fact or in 
doctrine we pretend not to assert. The contrary must necessarily be the case, 
as well from the nature of the subjects of which it treats, as from the peculiar 
circumstances under which the work was composed. With the exception of 
Bichat, m his Treatise on General Anatomy, no one had attempted before 
Broussais, the task of collecting the various facts known in relation to the 
healthy functions of the human system, and comparing them carefully with 
the state of the same functions during disease, of determining accurately the 
relative influence of the different organs upon each other, and the modifi¬ 
cations which the morbid conditions of one set impress upon the actions 
of another, and of arranging the materials thus obtained into a systematic 
form. Ilad perfection crowned this difficult task, we should have considered 
its author as something more than mortal. Physiology as a science isyct in its 
infancy; every year new discoveries are made in relation to the vital functions, 
by which previous opinions arc either confirmed or subverted; this added to the 
rapid accumulation of pathological facts, renders each new labourer in the field, 
with only a moiety of the talents and industry of Broussais, capable of detect¬ 
ingerrors in his system, and of filling up and improving the general plan, the 
outlines of which he has so ably sketched. It is not for the invariable correct¬ 
ness of his opinions upon the subject of physiological pathology, although the 



